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A RARE GIFT.
A CHRISTMAS STOBY BY MAY D, ENGLE

f “Christmns eve!'" saliloquized Van
Wentworth, leaning back in his arm-
chair and indolently clasping his hauds
behind bis bandsome blond  head.
“Christmas eve! Well, according to
all thnt's orthodox, I onght fo be feecl-
ing peacefml and good willish townrd
man. Botldon’t. Notabkit. Whaodoes?

Who but a child or a fool ever feels |

bappy st Chrisrmas? Not o soul. Thero
is alwaye the remembrance of some oth-
er happier time. Always one thinks of
the vanished faces that were once so
| dear, Taken alvogether, old Father
Christmas, you're a moustrous frand, a

WHO STAMMERED VAN.

! “WHE.

| chent, a whitad sepulcher! The whols
thing is an aifectarion, and the world

| has grown foo old, too sad, too hard,
to keop it up longer. **

‘ He sat up aod lighted the cigar be-
twenn his teeth and thon sanls, with o
sigh of comfort, into his eleepy holloss.

When next he opeued his eves, they
rested on a charming girlish figare, all

{ for oind, from the ecap on her bronze

gold onrls to the shoes on her slender

fear. Tha lovely face, turned toward

Von, wore an expression of sternness,

evidhmtly fordign fo it as she quietly

awaited his plessure to break the si-
lence.

“Why, who?® stammersd Van,
greatly startled. “*What—how? Who
on enrth?'® then making s desperato at-
tempt s echerency, ““Who are you®"”

His visitor smiled with sudden, frre-
pressihle amusement as ghe veplied,
| quite as gerenely as if it were an ordi-

nury ocourrence: “I am the spivit of
Chrisemias, and wery basy T am at this
gesson, as you shounld know., T can ill
spare the time 've been spending here,
| but 1 overbeard your gross inisstate-
| ments =as I passed throngh the house,
and it is iuy duty to bring von to 4 bet-
per framie of mind. The idea of a man
&0 yoong giving vent tosnch bitter,

' misnntbrepical sentiments| Shame npon
you! Are yon better than the rest of
mankind, ** with growing severity,
“‘that you need fesel so ngerieved over

! your woaes? Do they exceed the sum, of
humuan endurance? Whose faglt is it that
you are wlitary"' becoming  almost

| vitoperative. “"Haven't you kept your-

self ro yourseld sud obstinately repelled
al] advances®"*

Van locked sconewhat duzed, buf the
epirit kept on relentlessly: "' Do yon re-
member the pretty model yon snubbed
so umnercifully when she sesmed to
take a little interest in your affairs?’

Van shrugged his shonlders dissent-
ingly. *"Sheswanted ro Sire with e, "*
he muttered.

**Well, what if she did®"" quericd the
gpirit, smothering & dimpling smile in
ita hirtlh, *‘It wonldn't have hurt you
Then there was your ahom, upon whom
you churlishly turned your back when
e cume oo closa’ ' —

“Yeu!" grumbled Van, “becauss he
wanted to steal my methol ™’

Tha epirit gazed st lim with some
diagnst.

“And your fellow stodents ut the art
galleries, and the old porter on the first
floor, your master aoross the river and
thosa plensant people yogy et on the
Rhine Inst yepr—all these and mnny
mara would hisve been your friends, bat
! vou would nopne of thean! Now yon sit
| bere and whine—yes, "' seding that Vin
winced, **whine, becagse vyon're all
alopa. You deserve to be!’ And the
| spirit staanped her foot in o very haman
| way snd gazed at him out of lovely, ac-
cosing eyas.

**Baf,'" smd Van, bewildersd, but
never stopping to ek whare she got her
very wecurife infermation, ““what onn I
do? Teoll e how I can better my lot!"’

The spirit frowns, “"There itis again!
Why dun't you ssk *How cian 1 better
my neighbor®s lot? So long ns yoo
think only of yourself, just so long will
nobody alse think of yoo. ™

“un leaned back and sighed resigned-

ly.

| The swest voloe went on.  “"Go look
up yourfriend. Send some romembrnnee
to thie pretty model. And the plessant
people of the Rhins are in the city. Go
sets them. Being strangers, doubltless
they will ba gind ta soe even vou '

Yan was thoroughly arvused now,
**But yon muost stay with me, ' he plead-
ed. '*T can never dao all that by myzelf
No, don's gol’’ seeing hir laock shout
as if meditating Sight " You must aiay,
Ab, do!" tarsing upon her the full fire
of magneric eyes, whose power, whon
he chooses to exert it, the tender sex find
it hird to resist. The spirit, being fomi-
nine, hesitates.

: ““How can I devare 2ll my vime o
one mortald when: I bave so much to
05" she agid perplexedly. *“*No; itis
impossible! Stil), " marking Van's de-
jection, “Fean help you.  Bat no mau
can have two spirits, =0 you inust rid
yourself of that ugly, morose one thut
you hove now. If you do that, 1 can en-
dow you with balf of my soul—tho half
will be large eénough for &8 man—but
thoe old spirit muost leave first, Will you

do ‘ —-t

| "Gindl}'." said Van

Then the spirit softly kissed Lis eyes,

& sirnnge lethargy stole over Lhim, and
e falt and Enew nothing moro till he
operned his eyesasain, aod they fell on a
fignre esated comfortably opposite 1o
bim and watching him with moeking
smile, a figure oddly like his own.

, YVan was startled for an instang, asnd

mlll-he:u uwchﬂto_hunthu this was

his old soul that be had abandoned for
the Christmas spirit.

*Well,” be said genially, *‘there you
are!l*’

‘Evidently, ' murmured the soul

““And, now,” pursued Van, "‘what
shnll T do with you?"'

The soul surveyed bim with the ot-
most nonchalanes; *'T think Ishall just
gtay aronnd here a bit with yon, old
man, ' it eaid airily, *"It will be some-
what of o relief to move without hav-
ing to take you nlong, body. '’

“Oh!" said Van in some alnrm, ‘bt
that won't do! No man wuants two sounls
going about with him. I don't need
von. I've got n batter one now, and I
think I'll dispose of you. Tell you
what,'" with sudden inspiration, **1'11
give you to old Goltkwaite. He hasa't
any soul at all; sold it to the devil,
they say, long since.” And Van laugh-
ed contentedly., ‘Wil that snis you?"’

" he asked courteously.

The soul glenced at him with smil-
ing contempt. **'Well, hardlyI"" it snoer-
ed. “‘It's all very protty to be so gener-
ous, bat i is scarcely the part of & man
of prudence to give himself away in any
semse. And you would do it cozupletely.
Have voa realized what it s you would
do? Nothing more nor less than make

another man a present of the entire his. |

tory of your life, pot only the deed, but
the motive. Ha!'' lnoghing lightly. *'1
touch yon there, eh?""

Van gosped. “‘But,'" he safd, "‘the
motive wus yoors.  How can 1 be blnmed
for that? Everything I've done hias been
at yoor instigation. It isall yoor fault. **

“Yes7"" mockingly., “*Buotyou pay the
penaity, not 1"

Vau was silent with dismay, The =oul
glnured casunlly ot him and smiled with
satisfnction,

**No: 1 think you will not give me
to ¢ld Guolthwalte. 1 shounldn't care for
it myself. He is too feeblse to domy bid-
dingz. I need some one strong and Ios-
tv, " with slow molice, “‘sote ohe like
rou. The Iast body T had,*' it continued
pensively, “was old—old and weak! It
failed wis many times, and 1 grew very
tired of it. I was glad when it died
and I was nagigned to yom. Yoo have
not alwars done as1 wonld have you.'

Van shuaddered. '*You have no fur-
ther power, ™" he asserted. “'1 have rid
mivsell of von—entively. ™

The soul smilad. “"Hardly!"" it sndd
saftly, “*Don’tyoun know that when yon
rleep your soul's at Hberty o0 go whith-
er it will, bound only to ba back by the
time yon awaken? You know? Well,
when pnext you sleep, yoor Christimas
spirvit and I will try our strength, that's
alll'" And from its confident expression
and Van's hopeless one it is enough
too. _

YN, body, ' résumed the soml jo-
vinlly, “I'm too fond of you to leave
you lightly. And why all - this anflut-
tering despair? You're used to me now.
You wonldu't know how to obey any
vther sore of spirit,. That pew ooe of
yours hasn't balf my intellect. Comes,
let us be ag we were. '

But Van, with a mighty cffort, flung
off the depressicu that he knew aond hatad
so wull, “Nover!! he declared. *'1've
done my last msk for voo, old fellow.
If yon waon't go'to old Galthweaite, vou
must whander aronnd withoutr s body.
You can't have mu. T defy soul™

A tittle rash!"" it chackled. *"Yes,
decidedly sl [ can make it most un-
pleasant for vou. On the whele, 1 thank
1 will,k It will make my dominion so
much the grester when 1 o yegain pos-
sts=ion of you. Yo shall plunge into
ull the cexcesses and dissipations that I
have so far enly suggested to you. '’

Van had gradunlly beocoms consgions
of a strangely oppreszed foeling. togoth-
er with a pessiguate desire for slecp,
but lie resoltutely fought it off, dreading
le=y the threstonsd contlict betwean his
old sonl aml the new spirit should teks
place before the Intter had attained saf-
Hoelent strength to withstand the power-

THE SOUL GLANTCED AT HIM WITH BMILING
CONTEMPY.

fil old moul, In which evest he knew

Le was doomed to un hopeless sinvery, |

from which there would be no escape
but daath.

But he oould no longer keep his eye-
lids propped open. Thev closerld heavily,
though he mnade a frantic endeavor to
at lenst keep his mind olear.

Vain! Even as he so résolved be was
surronnded by light elonds that stifled
him. Flashes of red light played aroond
him. The clonds grew denser.

e censsd to straggle and awaited the
end with salm cartsinty,
that he' would be the old scal’s captive
and pot roosing himseif to care much
shout the isoe in either case. It gesmn-
ed to him fhat be could sotnally feal
tha opposing forces as a heavy, dexdly
atapor crept npon o

Spddenly he wns revived by s rogh
of ocold sir, and the next instant Tom
Buseel] was eagerly pulling him out of

his chalr, stamping out the flasnes on the |

floor, and scolding, shooling, congratu-
luting snd expostulating wll at onos.

*Confoand it, Van!"' heroured. ““Up
to your oid tricks aguin, Binging your
dirty rags all over the place und then
ealmly dropping hot ashes on 'em! Juoste
liks yon! 1 don’t believe you could stop
it to save your sonl, "

“an grasped his friend’s hands warm-

Iy, while he =sid dlowly, ""To save my
soul I wonldn't, Tom. "'

And to this dsy Tom never quite un-
derstands why Vao npulw s0 solemnly. —
| Short Stovies
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AMYTHOFTHERHINE

VARIOUS VERBIONS OF THE ORIGIN
OF CHRISTMAS TREES.

How the Customws of Decorsiing & Hjuruce
Has Spread to Al Christimn Nattvus — &
Legend of Mariis Luthsr —Mamories of
Tiey Tapers and Swestl Surprises

Oue may rend in tho folklore of tha
Rhine distrios of & mysterions tree that
blooma ouly on the night befors Christ-
mas, and the old myth msssares us we
have only to go 10 & vertain spot to And
it al! to be trea.  As the first nathantio
nocounts of a Christmes pift tree aro in
the annals of this same Rhiine neighbor-
hood, muy we not believe that the holy
mystery supposed to be concealed io tie
blossoming tree was commemoratad and

quite fure |

perpetnated in the decoration of the
Christinus spruce? Af all evepts, 1t 18

I in historieal records of Strastiorg fron

the year 1605 we first vend of a 7ol
Christias tree. The man who has Il
kthe record writes:

“Paring the Christimas holidays a
sprioe is set up in Scrasburg bomes. on
which are hung harses of many colos 4
paper, applos, consecrated wafers, clay
cuckoos, sugar,'' eta

The use of tha tree sprend vory slow
iy daring the 200 years following, oo
we next read of it in 1948 i o thoolog
foul work callod "Milh of the Cate
ohiam. ' This time it I8 pot mentioned
Iovingly, but the aunthor inveighs
against its nse in the lome {0 thees
wwards:

“Amang other frivolities with which
more than with Giod’s word the by
duys are celoebrated tho Christmgssora o

is foruud, whioh is sor np i the |oreee
and decorated with puppmts s sftvoes
things, Finally one shakes {1, g sao
its blosgoms fall, Whenes oo o s
custom 1 kpow mot. The whole fldog =
child'e pley, Petter wonld 8t b oF 00
allowed the children to keop holv oy
arotpd that epirtitual omdar tren, Chipise
Joesus, '’

Next we hear of It from the stend-

point of the jurfse in 1797 i nvors
loarned trentise O the (3 fra Iestoasond]
on Our Bedeemer's Bivthilsy' o Josiot

striving for position of dooenr ar A
tenberg spenks of the eandlo deckad
Uhristions tree, under wliose l'm.;.,' 1

gifts to the hoosefolk are sprend. @fiin
whose Justifioution be sods Tromm o Jog
standpoint,

Liate in the sighteruth oengtory 1he
tree. was more froegueatly menti e,

and it was even the groat Giocl wio
introduced it to the Lrermy soorhl in
his “‘Sorrowa of Werther~ Lot

first aaw a Christmias treein 17 when

he was 16 yrars old, ot the bon

Theodor Baorver's groandugalbon 20
enys, ‘It wns huang with all kb
sweetd, mungers holdivg  rhe o
child, the Virgin 2Alncy noad Jd :
standing beside the oxen, s il
lambes. ™

Do you remember Wortlper's w11 10
Lotte ot thes Munday 1] ber
when bhe flods her aiome, preopoa
packagie of presents for by
brothers and sisters? Just me fu, saspor
ing nothing, pouars out lls costiay ov,
their friendship the door wedeliels
oponws, antd the Chti pras o0 ety Lu
hisview, with Its p2lin e ming wax cnos
ddles, ith coked nusl spplics

Giermany & other idal, Schtlier, di

not kimnself weito ol any Christma tooe,
but in a work by o loizted of bBisswe
Jenrn thot ot Clirietane me, 17,0, lw
berame betrothod to Lotto von Lieunes

feld snd withdeevs feodn wi  ehgeig
menb to “'pass tho hiolidays ander 10
Ohristne troe’” with o Tioglls ko dean
in order to be with Lo

The Tollowing Chiristuans ge  did bis
wife Lottes stoord bonenth @ vl
glowing treo*’ in theyr cwn home

The Tirst thmée the Chelstmas e
enshrinsd fp versos wons o 1505 J=t
200 yoars from jes tret Wistorie peoution
LFrom that yenr tbe ousfom of
ing 4 sprace at lristinos spreud s
iy all over Gdermuny ontil sbout | (A 3
woent ovéer the Darder ot P |
was introdoced tn 1540 by Holon
esy of Orleans, into the Teilechs
Now oaver 40,000 troes are foeooermtaond
unnuially in Frunee The Feapely g sda
. observe the customn with 4l sheldr vhas

soteristio entbusinsmn  aond waray pilocy
They hove a very protiy way of prode -
ing the roots of the free .ulr'l plnating
it ngain after the holldass are over
The Christmas trov foamd s way ture
Epgland throngh Prinds Albert sont Al
er hiis betrothal to Quoevi Victorin A pe
cnliny English cwstom s thal of peesiig
‘ool tree rotund thé CaLle alter the
Christmas dinner, from whieh sacely per
ponn plucks the gify. previoasly placed
there for him or ler.

Nor are thess the anly Coatitries W
follow the Germans 1o their (hristmes
festival. In Iply, the Novherldods
Bussia nand Senpdinavia the little ones
1 wre made happy by the blooming of ths

Christmas tree. Indeod au old Germnsu

logend seeribes the arizin ol the custom

ta Swaden, whenoe it was introdoced

into Germany it the thme of the Thisty
| Years" war. But this is ouly legendnry

and has no more clsim 1o our belicl
| than that other legend of Martia Lu.
ther taking s forest tree into his house
and decking it with nnmésons lights to
symbolize the glory of the swariit heav.
[ LA

In our own country the hilstory of tha
Christmas tree is young, snd sithough
mapy foreigners think the only kind
we have ever svea s one from which
the poetio sentiment is fled, one mnde
of iron and Lghted Uy the pressing of o
batton with gas or clectricily, we, whe
bnve our delighttal memorics of trin-
ming the fragrant evorgresn, of balping
| it blossom and benr frait full of sweot

and who bave lighted®cus
| tiony taperws srold muock merriment, ool
ponmingled with tender wnwe st the
thonght of the starlight whowe  ravse
| beve beamed apon us  Einoe th-t firut
| Ohristmas long mgo—wa can  testify to
| the beauty, the poetry. the warm glow,
ing love, awrrounding our Chriscmmas
tree, which blooms perennial ia our
hearts long yesmrs after the mystery of
1 bearti —Boston Trapsmipt.




